An Austm Ne s reader spled
a want ad in the Austin' News
.classified . section, ..called. _the

d etpry. was

Th ry rom’ the advertiser
—Chai‘les F, Petell¢; owner of
4244 Armltage-made the deal
with -the - reader, - He. bought
boxloads of old books."” "

' And “from “the * boxes came
some gems.‘Namely, an 1892
Complete é_ Unique — Origi- |

1 Hill’s

0 and- the World »

. to cash in on the trade and in.

Columbian. exposition, the 248
page book covered the world in
k l nd (*

Maps deplctmg 'the West Slde
show different street names in
ermiosa (Petelle; 'a buff of
arly-: Chieagoana, ‘believes the
Hermosa‘ ‘section’“might have
been:.'a subqrb of (}hicago

. Petelle, Antxquanau Book store, |

: Cuille from All Partg:
- of the Earth” subtitled f‘Chlca-

"1t was®a street- guide, but
much more,. Obviously printed |

:; flux of visitors to the Chicago:

’ Fore!gn
Toun » Cruises =

® 20 ynrs oxporlenco.

LTIt

Antiqu

the clty’s “western’ ‘boundary
south of Madison'st, and or Ro-
binson ave., (Laramie today).:

hunks "of Garfield  Park were
annotated as unimproved park

property, -Linden park station- §

at " 52nd- ‘betvreeh - Washington
and Randolph wag

“#*'

S/ treets bearmg dlfferentv.

names than today .starting at
40th (Pulaski) and North ave.
going. west included Pennsyl-
vania

north of the railroad tracks
Grant was known as Hamilton;
McAuley, Kenney (42nd st.),
Tripp, Howard,. Hlpkley and

‘Columbia (44th st) _
" In the Fun of- streets between
Chleago and Kinzie, and 46th to.

52nd an Indiana was sand-
wiched between Hubbard' and
Ohio, Between Madison and
Congress,-and 40th and 48th st.,

there was an .Qwasco street
| between Van Buren and Jack-r-
|son.,

Hill's adv1sed’you dould get a
“handsomely furnished room®”

in' a hotel for $1 to $2 per day |..

Antzque Dzrectory

without meals. Restaurant bills
of fare offered whole lobster
for 50¢, porterhouse steak for
60¢.and stewed sweet-corn 5¢.

Listed among the “proml: |

‘nent and finteresting places: to
-vlsit-in:Chicago” was the Cook
| county insana asylum,.located
|in Dunning, extreme northwest

art of the city.”” Coritains usu-
aflly’ 1,000 to 1,500 patients.

‘| Beautiful: grounds; comfortable

place for the insane. Admission
free to visitors on application
to the local superintendent.
And if this didn’t strike your
fancy you could go to the Athe-
naeum, 26 Van Buren; a popu-
lar place of intellectual enter-
tamment and instruction;” Or

ave., now Cxcero ave, formed‘

1:“And 52nd st, ‘was'the bound- |
ary. north of Madison, Good:

thé end of .

instead of Keystone; -
Grant, instead of Karlov, and.
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Charlos Petelle, ‘who operates unique anhquo book store a
4244 Armitage, with early city director that recently’ cama ink
<his- posuuion opened fo pages llsfing Wut-North est SId(
K roefs under ﬂ1\§ original names. ! , 1,/w i




the Chinese quaFter—Clark st.’
south of the grand Pacific ho-
tél. Bridewell, a jail;.*‘admis-
'sion free,’” here, too.

g Amidng the parks atiractions
'listed were the- artesian well
land pavilion in Garfield Park

and Humboldt Park's pavilion.'

{ But the “find” of the old 1892
| Hill directory was not the only

valuable Petellé discovered in.

(his buy of boxes. Deemed val-

uable by him was a first edi- |-

ition of Mark Twain'’s “Follow-
ing . the Equator;” a mission
hymnal in the Dakota Indian
language; .. and . & pnvately
printed book of 'a man’s. 1901
first person account of a trip to

“early hxstory of the Missoun
Ozark regipn

. " Many tlmes such ' buys  are
worthless and many times val-
uable. From his quarters on
-the Northwest Side Petelle does
-a-world-wide business.

| have shown up in

‘I gave.up dealing in new
books. You might, as well he
selling sausages if you're going
into“business just to buy and.
sell at a profit. Profits are slim
in ‘new  book sales, tqo, and
there’ 's:top. much. paper-work,”

T

‘are’t anypersénal instead of

|p1e, Petelle just bought a book
he " has. been seeking. for 20
years froin'a man i Mlchlgan
At deals--with early:- Chicago,
Petelle’s favorite subject.’

% It"is. his favorite subject be-
‘éause a forebearer Louis Petell
‘(various , spellmg variations

i

{one of the three French Cana-
dians seftlers writfen about the
| earliest settlement of Ft, Dear-
| born, Petell and Wilmette and
JLeMal were. mentxoned in.an
. 03 diary.
4) petell, who it 'is believed
ad and Indian wife, was ap-
/ parently killed in the 1812 Ft,
I- Dearborn massacre, but des-

T randants Al

ammuiad ' mw

Yellowstone, ‘And a book on the |-

tomer
‘snapped.yp . the offer. Then ‘the

‘monetary rewards. For exam- g

print) was|.

the Artic Circle.- :

The Artic: Circle smpment te
a French missionary- was rout
éd via dog sled on- xts last lec
of the journey. :

Petelle finds cusl'omcrs and
bhooks by advertising. He gets
many . clients by -referrals

~from other book dealers. or
librarians, Without any trace
of vanity, he said New York
book dealers will: refer clients

*frankly?’. ¢ .

It takés yearsito become 2
good beokman, “And-" Péetelle
said yoy: only, scratchthe sur
face. and realize’ how -muck
-more there is to learn, /

His. bxggest coups were- get
ting’ permission. to copy on mi-
crofilm"{wo ‘books.in the:Vati.
¢an, And havmg 15 books in'a
French * umversxty translated
into English for clients.” ..

His higgest boner was quot-
mg a, book (he imagined the

‘book as’’a collection of pam-

phlets, it wasn’t; it was a_fan-
ey bound book) at $60. “The ‘eys-
“was; . dehghted Jand

customer Jtold Petelle he had
ordered A similar bogk from

‘Pe(elle two years, before and it

‘s sonietﬁﬁes ide-
termineda“by the condition’of the
cover, efe. and :sometime§. not
depending on the collector.“And
the bookman's guiding philoso-
phy is "theres 2 “buyeni‘for
every ‘boqk ** You may have fo
wait 200 jrears tu fmd ‘him, but
he exists,’. ..~

Meantlme, the average used

book dealer pays the rent via
his small; “bread and butter”
sales of:$2 and-'$3 books .The
big coups are.: mamly fictjon,
according toPeteHe -
. Dispelling.” the . notlon ‘book
dealers pay you. a, plttance and;
resell for a small’ king’s 'ran-|
som, Petélle said the average: i
book degler will not take ad-
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" Petelle disclaimed. being ‘a

genealogical buff, but said he
has found references of the
family name dating back fo
11360 in French books.”
“I'm interested in buying all
|| early American history and
Chicago history in particular.
‘I But to be-valuable hooks must
be first hand accounts of -his:
torical events and not rehash-
es. And to be monetanly valua-
ble it ust be prior to 1830.” .

Petelle, who started book col-
. lecting at age 12, with his first
job, has the:. dxct.mnary that

came with his set of Encyclo-.

. pedia Britannica—$125 in that
day. Today he has about 40,000

quoksmstock, 3(“,“,,5
"."He has specialized in Cathé-

“lic hooks.. Petelle stated about
..'8,000 titles exist on St. Joseph
alone ‘He_has between 600 and
1,000 Books on the Virgin Mary.
'And he has clients all over the
i wor ld-—shipping . fo
Rome, - Phlhppmes,

Ireland,

\

-printed in Frankfort, Germany; -

) of -ireferencé” books: that

India, {.

England— Newfoundland evan !

. TIE, you are called in b\r
prlvafe parl'y to- look over.
“collection yéu must- remom
-ber - they  put their trust Intt
you and you treat them m a
decent way Its to you
- vantage.” {

Not foo lotlg ago Pete e was
asked by a client to, find owt-
the value of 'a set of 1678 books

&

thathad been in the family: for
four - generations:’: Alas;% the
books are a Blbhcal commen:--

tary with very . ‘little sales’
potential, and. the fee for’ Pe-
telle’s . research- was ' greafer '
than the books” vilue:: 3
Petelle has a vast colle

&
is™
€

give a pretty good 1dea
book’s” worth. But none
greater than actual ‘auctiot

cords.. For. example, the .«{ame» e
book sought and quoted acr'ss P

the country -will
from 85c to $30

etelle sells

“upod his. retirement,

' years agd-he moved to the Ar-.

. ter, ong: of five children, and
.} her four’ assistants turned over

books” ‘when i
he gets around tg publishing a 3

B reai:alog w1th the tltles Specxal

i ized subject matter is- ‘the *se-
cret he said, and he ‘gets &’
30% to 40% sale of Lis ‘catalog’
books. Fiction dealers will only,
get.a'3% to 5% sales refurn. = :
Up .until. two years ago Pe-
telle'“ran the. booki business
part- time:’ He his been in ‘the
credxt ‘business'since . the age.or
12, (He was. credit- manager 6f
the Gold Dust Corp., manufac~
-turers: of the. Gold Dust tiwin
trademarked soap.) T v
Petelle opened:-a’-book store
‘in 1353 in Oak Patk to ease into
Seven

mxtage dddress when he outs
the Oak . Park ‘quarters:”
rehrmg ‘in 1964 his daugh-

the‘operation to Petelle.

It's a love and"a' challengé,ﬁ"'ﬂ
11, f q “I g t *
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